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laws by Turgot has given them such celebrity
that they have been recognized and accepted
as true by all thinkers.

The physiocrats affirmed in the first place
that there is a natural law of the formation of
wealth,.and that, in order to permit this law
to produce all its effects and to enable men to
acquire wealth, three kinds of freedom are es-
sential: First, men united into communities
and organized into nations must be left free
to produce; secondly, they must be left free to
buy, sell, and transport the products of agri-
culture, of manufactures, and of trade; finally,
they must be left free to accumulate, to circu-
late, to lend capital, and to employ it for the
development of the general wealth. This is
the most important of the truths discovered
by the physiocrats.

Another of the truths they taught is, that
taxes are subject to a natural law of incidence.
The state can compel a class of citizens to pay
taxes, but it cannot prevent them from obtain-
ing reimbursement from others in case the
natural economic law permits or commands it
The physiocrats proved conclusively that the
tax-payers are in many cases mere intermedi-
ate agents, whose function is to pay the taxes
for those who, in the last analysis, must dis-
charge them. Such taxable middlemen thusgs, to be again advanced theese qualities,ed who sustained the thesis, and was informed
